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1, m.ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ: ‘ NL:hm were the following
number of Sibos (Hsi-po), 3olens (So-lun) and Manchus (Manj, in Sinkisng.

‘ The Sibes mumbersd 9,203, cr slightly loss than «25% of the total g:g;latlen
of Sinkiang; the Solons nunberasd 2,489, or C67%; and the Manchus 679,
or ,018%, Deapite the faot that Ooveracr Sheng Saihe-tssl split these three
into distinot groups, &ll thres belong to the Manchu tribal coalitivan.
Grouped together, they tetal 12,362, or slightly omc #33% of the total
population of Sinkieng. '

2. Biatery in Sickimagt The 8ibos, Sclena azd Menchus all belong to the Manohu
tribal coalitions In langusge, as in customs and other respeots, thelr
pointa of simiiarity are such that the thres "rages” must be considered as
ssssntially one pecple. They conquered all of Ohina and all but disappeared
from sight vien their rule was terminated in 1911, Only in Sinkiang have
the Manchus been able to preserve the obarsoteristios which sei them off
from other peoples.

Tas first large groups of Sibos, Seclons and Manchus cans to Sinklang in ths
gecond helf of the eighteenth century, in the sourss of the oaapalgnas against
Dpungar Mongols, They were sent there by Empercr Ch'len-luzg (1723 2o 1799)
to conmolidat. Chincse holdings by actirg as adainistraters and *rocpe in this
froniler region, being promiced by him that when they hod completed ten yesrs
nf mervice in Sinkimng others would follow ta rerlsas them. They toek ‘their
wivse and other movable posszessions with them, bai ' .. i the time cama for
their servies to bo ended they learned that they bad vosn forgotten. Thoy
thus were forced to remain in the far land to which they had marched. -
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Kure, & brick fortress, was built by them in the strategic I1i Velley, sone

30 miles west of Kuldja. This served as the center from which to administer

the region. as a whole end to command the Manchu garrisons stationed throughout

the province. The Solons, who cauze from the upper Nonni River in northwestern

Manchuris and famed for their skill in erchery, took rich sgricultural lends !
on +he north bank of the I11 River. The Sibos, who originated in central

Manchuria ‘an were utilized as ccribes and clerks, setiled on the south bank

of the I1i River. During the 1311 Revolution most of the city YMenchus in

Sinkiang were massacred, but the village communities defended themselves and

survived. During the teign of Governor Sheng Shih-tmai (12

Apr 33 to 2 Sep 44),

a native of Manchuria, meny Manchurians came to Sinkisng and thus augmented

the existing Manchu popiulation.

3. Lanzuaces The Slbos, Solens and Manchus have the sare writing and azme structure
of the spoken lenguage, Lut pronounce their worde differently. All three have
an slphabet consigting of 28 letters. The original differences in spesch appear
to have lessened by the use of Manchu as an offiolal language in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, so that the three forms, s gpcken in Sinklang, are
matually comprehensiblas.. Manchu still remains &s the litersry lauguages. 1

special point of Interest la the fact that while the Manchu

prepsr has become corrupt in the course of years, the original yr!.'t.top’»n.‘nd

spoken langnage has remained intact in Sinkienge

iangusge in China’

4e Sopsspizationms At one.time Manchus’ vers soattered. thréughout thy, hrgt eitien
of Sinkisng, tut with the passing of time, most of them vere abserbed by the
Chiness. With the exception of seme 1,700 in Chuguohak (Tahoheng), Terbagetal

Regien, virtually sll of thode olaesed as ¥anghus presently

live in the 111

Region. . The three largest urban concentrations are in Hvoiy\lt_'n"'(ni)j Suitirg
and Xuldje (Ining)s In the ILi Vulley they coatlnus to predoninats in & Tew

villages on either side of ths rivexr, in territory thet lis frodeginantly

Kemakh and Ulghure -

\ 5. Qacupaticasr Fer the most part, the Manchus live by agrioulture, thaygh this

4

1 suppLemsnted by sheep raising and huniing., They heve learned hew to.tarm
the 1pnds distributed to them and are also bso known as skilled treeders
of osttle, They utill yay no taxss, & privilege which dates back to ‘thplr
garrisen dayw., Thers are frse achools for thiir suiidren and all their -

traditions] oustoms ers jealouely maintained. To a oons

1derablo extent they

have suoosedsd in naintaining thelr iraditionsl way of life, sven to tie point

,of pressrving their ollitary ability.,

6. Jumukry) Despite their smail number, the military adbility,
in sdminietration and generally forward=looking attitude of

[

traditien ‘of sorvics
the Manchus sake

them a force to be reckoned with in Sinkiang. Their imediate futuré oust
invalvs a measure of local self-government if they are not to oonstitute &

thern in the flesh of the surrounding majorities.
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